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BACKGROUND

Established in 1965, the United Nations Institute for Training and Research
(UNITAR) is a principle training arm of the United Nations, working in every region

http://www.unitar.org/mdp


of the world with a mission to develop capacities, enhance global decision-making
and support country and regional-level actions for shaping a better future.
Currently, UNITAR provides training to approximately 36,000 participants per
year in some 500 different training activities and uses both face-to-face and
distance learning methodologies. Over the past decade, UNITAR has been
actively engaged in enhancing the facilitation of international and regional
conferences, meetings and negotiations, public sector work in the context of
international affairs, and diplomatic engagement in relation to the United Nations
and its System.

At the heart of UNITAR, the Multilateral Diplomacy Programme (MDP) delivers
training and support workshops to address the needs of diplomats, government
officials, international civil servants and private sector entities to meet emerging,
complex and global challenges.

UNITAR and the Post-2015 Development Agenda

In collaboration with UNDP, UNEP and UN-DESA, UNITAR worked on the post-2015
Development Agenda process, to accompany Member States in their
deliberations and discussions as to the articulation and eventual adoption of the
17 development goals. In 2014/15, UNITAR designed, developed and
implemented a total of 26 briefings that were delivered to delegates to the United
Nations in New York and Geneva and which strengthened diplomats’ knowledge
for evidence-based decision making in the formulation of the Post-2015
Development Agenda.

EVENT OBJECTIVES

In this high-level event, the panellists will demystify the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and its components. Facilitated by a series of panels
and discussions, the conference will provide a dynamic and interactive space
where Private Sector companies can discuss and engage means of partnerships
and implementation and have more in-depth discussion, as needed. Most
importantly they will be offered the opportunity to meet and connect with high-
level UN officials, and top private firms.

The main topics which will be covered are the following:

·         What are the Sustainable Development Goals?



·         Why are they relevant for the private sector?

·         How can the private sector profit in contributing to their implementation?

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

At the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit on 25 September 2015,
world leaders adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which
includes a set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) divided into 169
targets to end poverty, reduce inequality and injustice and tackle climate change
by 2030. This new Agenda serves as a milestone in global, national and local
development efforts and calls for actions through the help of global partnerships
with the Private Sector.

Why does it relate to the Private Sector?

In a rapidly evolving global environment where information is free flowing and
easily accessible, companies are exposed to greater risks and different societal
expectations. Private Sector organisations are increasingly driven to make use of
Corporate Social Responsibility and create “shared values” so as to make
efficient use of the resources they rely upon and work in a sustainable manner
taking into account the impact they have on surrounding stakeholders.

At the United Nations Institute for Training and Research, we strive to innovate
and support the Private Sector, Member States and other actors involved to
contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals. This is why we would like to
invite companies or entities for a conference on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and specifically on the “Multi-Stakeholder Partnership” goal, which
aims to:

1. “Enhance the global partnership for sustainable development,
complemented by multi-stakeholder partnerships that mobilise and share
knowledge, expertise, technology and financial resources, to support the
achievement of the sustainable development goals in all countries, in
particular developing countries”

 
2. “Encourage and promote effective public, public-private and civil society

partnerships, building on the experience and resourcing strategies of
partnerships”

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2015/09/24/undp-welcomes-adoption-of-sustainable-development-goals-by-world-leaders.html


Please click here for the Agenda of the event. 

List of Panelists

Nikhil Seth, Executive Director of UNITAR, The United Nations Institute for
Training and Research

Joakim Reiter, Deputy Secretary-General of the UNCTAD, the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development

Philip Moss, Project Lead, ReDesigning Development Finance Initiative WEF, The
World Economic Forum

Monika Linn, Principal Adviser of the Executive Secretary of UNECE and Chief of
the UNECE Sustainable Development and Gender Unit, The United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe

Walter Gyger, Primary Representative of Rotary International to the United
Nations office at Geneva

Vincent Subilia, Deputy Director and Head of International Affairs, The Geneva
Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Services

Marion Jansen, Chief Economist ITC, International Trade Centre

Michelle Cangelosi, Director of Corporate Engagement, Rotary International

Matthew Kilgarriff, Vice-President of Global Compact Network Switzerland

Wanda Lopuch, Chair, Board of Directors Global Sourcing Council

Rabih El-Haddad, Manager of the Multilateral Diplomacy Programme of UNITAR,
The United Nations Institute for Training and Research

Nathalie Hardyn, Deputy director of The Geneva Chamber of Commerce,
Industry and Services (Sustainable development specialist)

Nicola Ruane, Senior Manager, Corporate Sustainability, Financial Services,
EMEIA, E&Y, Ernst &Young

Jean-Christophe Barth-Coullaré, Founder at HASE Solutions, Independent
management consultancy building bridges for Public-Private Partnerships (PPP)

Yonathan Parienti, CEO and Founder of Horyou

http://www.unitar.org/sites/default/files/uploads/agenda_of_sdgs_event.pdf


TARGETED AUDIENCE

The conference is designed for private sector companies, representatives of
corporate social responsibility within their companies, cosmopolitan leaders
including diplomats, executives and senior managers who seek to understand
what is the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and to reflect on or further
develop their corporate social responsibility while linking it to the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

REGISTRATION

Registration is now closed. 

Enquiries may be addressed to the conference focal point at UNITAR Ms.
Melanie Cremona (melanie.cremona [at] unitar.org
(melanie[dot]cremona[at]unitar[dot]org)).

ARRIVAL

If you do not hold a UN access badge to enter the Palais des Nations, please
make sure to inform by emailing us at the following address: melanie.cremona
[at] unitar.org (melanie[dot]cremona[at]unitar[dot]org).

In this case, we also recommend you to arrive as of 9am at the Pregny-Gate with
an ID card or Passport to register on time and to avoid queuing. The high-level
conference is free of charge, will be conducted in English and will be followed by
a reception.

This high-level event is organized in association with the Rotary Club Genève
International and the Geneva Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Services.


