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BACKGROUND

The rapid and often unplanned and uncoordinated growth of cities has seriously
compromised existing transportation systems and significantly increased the
challenge of creating new transportation systems, especially in developing
countries. It is indeed in developing countries that the greatest growth in motor
vehicles has been seen in the past few years and is expected in the future,
primarily in urban areas. The environmental and social impacts are significant
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and directly related to quality of life and urban productivity. These impacts
include congestion, energy consumption, air pollution, and traffic crashes. Thus,
urban transportation issues are of foremost importance to support the mobility
requirements in these growing cities and require new approaches. 

However, urban transport is a political rather than a technical issue. The technical
aspects are relatively simple. The difficult decisions relate to the type of city we
want and the way we want to live. Who is going to benefit from the models
adopted? Do we dare to create a transport model different from that of the so-
called advanced world cities? Do we dare create a transport system giving
priority to the needs of the poor majority rather than the automobile owning
minority? Are we trying to find the most efficient, economical way to move a
city’s population, as cleanly and as comfortable as possible? Or are we just trying
to minimize the upper class’s traffic jams? These questions are posed by Enrique
Peñalosa, the former mayor of Bogotá (Columbia), who introduced a number of
sustainable measures in his city.

 

This online course, based on the material jointly developed by GIZ and UNITAR, is
designed to provide answers to the abovementioned questions, as well as
solutions and alternative approaches in the area of urban transport planning that
target a more sustainable transport system in Developing Cities.

EVENT OBJECTIVES

 The course aims to enhance the capacity of local decision makers and urban and
transportation planners to formulate and implement appropriate policies that
contribute to sustainability in urban transport in developing countries. It allows an
analysis of the important issues of sustainable transport including transport
demand management, improved public and non-motorized transport,
environmental protection, road safety, and gender in transport. In order to
achieve sustainability, it also provides some means such as economic and
financial instruments, institutional improvements, capacity building, regulation of
markets and environmental standards.

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE



Contents:

 

Module 1: Urban growth and strategies for sustainable development
Module 2: Municipal mobility management
Module 3: Public transport services
Module 4: Management, financing and institutions 
Module 5: Energy and environment
Module 6: Safety and social issues

 

The course is composed of 6 modules that are covered in a period of 12 weeks,
corresponding to about 70 hours learning time. On average the course requires 6
hours of study time per week.

METHODOLOGY

This 6-module course is based on UNITAR’s sound adult learning pedagogical
principles. Each module includes readings, self-assessment activities and quizzes.
Participants also engage in hands-on and collaborative tasks. They have to work
on a case study, where they can apply their knowledge practically, as well as to
do peer-reviews and participate in group discussions. The learning activities are
distributed in such a way to ensure the achievement of the learning objectives in
a flexible manner. All course activities are moderated by a high level
transportation expert.

TARGETED AUDIENCE

The course is open to urban and transportation planners, decision-makers from
local governments as well as representatives of service providers (national
governments, private sector, NGOs) and international organizations involved in
the transport sector worldwide. It is advisable to have prior basic knowledge of
urban transport and/or urban planning issues. Participants should also have
access to a computer with a reliable Internet connection. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



Course Completion & Certification

Successful completion of the course requires participants to achieve a total score
of at least 70% and entitles to a certificate of completion. A certificate of
participation will be issued to participants who took all the exercises but achieved
a final score inferior to 70%.

 

Technical Requirements

 Hardware: 64 MB of RAM, 1 GB of free disk space;
 MODEM: 56 K;
 Platform: Windows 95 or later versions, Mac OS 9 or OSx;
 A good internet connection is necessary
 Browser: IE, Mozilla Firefox, etc.;


