UnitOf Unitar Online

United Nations Institute for Training and Research
Catalogue

UNITAR RISE-LAB 2026 Sudan Phase One: (Webinar 2) Market Access,
Food Prices, and Local Value Chains

Prosperity

Deadline: 22 Jun 2026

Type: Webinar

Location: Web-based

Date: 31 Aug 2026

Duration: 2 Hours

Thematic Area: Climate, Environment and Natural Resources, ,

Water Resources Management, , Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems, ,
Green Economy and Sustainable Production, , Entrepreneurship

Website: https://unitar.org/sustainable-development-
goals/prosperity/our-portfolio/entrp...

Price: $0.00
Event Focal Point Email: rise@unitar.org
BACKGROUND

The webinar “Market Access, Food Prices, and Local Value Chains” was
delivered as part of Phase One of UNITAR RISE-LAB 2026 Sudan. The session was
led by Mr Takunda Ruvaro, Resilience and Development Portfolio Team Leader at
CARE Sudan. It examined how conflict affects markets, transportation, storage,
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food prices and local value chains in Sudan, and how these disruptions influence
food security, agricultural livelihoods and economic activity. The webinar also
helped participants connect current market challenges with practical agribusiness
and livelihood opportunities that respond to real conditions in Sudan.

EVENT OBJECTIVES

The webinar aimed to strengthen participants’ understanding of how market
access, food prices and local value chains are connected to food security and
livelihoods. It sought to explain how conflict-related disruptions to transportation,
storage, trade and market systems affect producers, traders and consumers;
introduce participants to the structure and functioning of selected agricultural
value chains; and encourage them to identify entrepreneurial opportunities that
respond to gaps and challenges within those value chains.

The session also aimed to help participants move beyond identifying general
food-security problems by examining where problems occur within production,
aggregation, transportation, processing, marketing and distribution systems, and
where practical business solutions may create value.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

By the end of the webinar, participants were expected to explain the four
dimensions of food security: availability, access, utilization and stability;
understand disruptions to transportation and storage systems in Sudan;
recognize the challenges faced by traders and other market actors; understand
how rising commodity prices affect food security; and develop agribusiness and
livelihood ideas that respond to actual market conditions.

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE

The session began by introducing the wider context of markets, prices and local
value chains in Sudan, including the effects of insecurity, delayed imports, rising
transportation costs, shortages of essential goods, fuel and fertilizer price
increases, and currency depreciation. It then revisited the four dimensions of food
security and demonstrated how market prices, purchasing power, distribution,
transportation and price stability influence whether households can consistently




access sufficient and nutritious food.

The webinar examined market access constraints caused by conflict,
infrastructure damage, inflation, weak consumer demand and import restrictions.
Particular attention was given to logistical and supply-chain barriers, including
disruption of traditional trade routes, rising fuel and transaction costs, price
volatility and increasingly fragmented markets.

Participants were introduced to the concept of a local value chain as the network
of people, businesses and activities involved in producing and delivering products
and services within a particular area. Practical value-chain examples were
provided for groundnuts, sorghum and vegetables, illustrating the roles of
producers, input suppliers, village merchants, aggregators, wholesalers, retailers,
processors, transport providers and consumers. The webinar also discussed other
important Sudanese value chains, including livestock, sesame, gum arabic and
hibiscus, together with their opportunities and risks.

The second part of the session focused on practical market disruptions, including
high transportation costs, reduced agricultural market access, rising prices and
their impact on household purchasing power, nutrition and agricultural
production. Challenges faced by smallholder farmers, pastoralists, traders,
consumers and humanitarian actors were also examined.

The webinar then presented examples of existing responses, such as digital
marketplaces and mobile-money systems, producer associations, community-
based seed systems, women- and youth-led enterprises and collective export
arrangements. CARE Sudan’s interventions in agriculture, livelihood
diversification, business grants, value addition, food processing, irrigation,
finance and cooperatives were also introduced.

The final section translated these market challenges into possible business
opportunities. Examples included community food baskets, solar-powered cold
storage for vegetables and milk, urban farming and intensive horticulture, food-
processing cooperatives, mobile grain milling, community kitchens, solar food
drying, digital marketplaces linking farmers and buyers, livestock-feed
production, and poultry and egg production.

METHODOLOGY




The webinar used an applied and evidence-based learning approach combining
presentations, market information, value-chain diagrams, field examples,
practical business cases and experiences from CARE Sudan’s work. Participants
were encouraged to compare the challenges presented with conditions in their
own communities and consider where gaps may exist within local agricultural and
food systems.

The learning process moved progressively from understanding markets and value
chains to identifying disruptions, examining existing responses and considering
possible entrepreneurial solutions. Practical business examples were used to
demonstrate how participants could transform a clearly identified market
problem into a potential product, service or livelihood opportunity.

TARGETED AUDIENCE

The webinar was designed for participants enrolled in UNITAR RISE-LAB 2026
Sudan and South Sudan Phase One, including aspiring and existing
entrepreneurs, agricultural producers, women affected by conflict and
displacement, and individuals seeking to strengthen livelihoods and community
food security.

The session was particularly relevant for participants exploring business ideas
related to agriculture, food production, processing, transportation, storage,
distribution, market access and other activities within local value chains.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The webinar was delivered in collaboration with CARE Sudan and presented by Mr
Takunda Ruvaro, Resilience and Development Portfolio Team Leader. It built on
CARE Sudan'’s field experience and practical understanding of food-security
systems, markets and agricultural value chains.

The session contributes to the wider objectives of UNITAR RISE-LAB 2026 by
helping participants understand how market and livelihood challenges can be
transformed into locally relevant entrepreneurial opportunities. The programme is
delivered by UNITAR’s Division for Prosperity through the RISE-LAB team with
support from the Government and People of Japan.




